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Ancient Mariner (t:text&g:gloss)

[part}-{stanza] [partH{stanza|
1-1 [It is an auncient Waggonere, 1-1 |Itis an ancient Mariner,
(t) And hee stoppeth one of nine: (t) | And he stoppeth one of three.
“Now wherefore dost thou grip me soe “By thy long grey beard and glittering eye,
With that horny fist of thine?” Now wherefore stopp’st thou me?
1-2 | “The bridegroom’s doors are opened wide, 1-2 | “The Bridegroom’s doors are opened wide,
(t) And thither I must walke; (t) | And I am next of kin;
Soe, by your leave, I must be gone, The guests are met, the feast is set:
I have noe time for talke!” May'st hear the merry din.”
1-1 .2 | An auncient waggonere stoppeth ane tailore | 1-1 | An ancient Mariner meetheth three gallants
(g) |going to a wedding, whereat he hath been| (g) |bidden to wedding-feast, and detaineth one.
appointed to be best manne, and to take a
hand in the casting of the slippere.
The waggonere in mood for chat, and
admits of no excuse.
1-3 | Hee holds him with his horny fist — 1-3 | He holds him with his skinny hand,
(t) “There was a wain,” quothe hee, — (t) | “There was a ship,” quoth he.
“Holde offe, thou raggamouffine tykke,” “Hold offl unhand me, grey-beard loon!”
Eftsoones his fist dropped hee. Eftsoons his hand dropt he.
1-3 | The tailore seized with the ague. 1-4 | The Wedding Guest is spellbound by
() (g) |the eye of the old seafaring man, and
constrained to hear his tale.
1-4 |Hee satte him downe upon a stone, 1-5 | The Wedding-Guest sat on a stone:
(t) With ruefulle looks of feare; (t) |He cannot choose but hear;
And thus began this tippyse manne, And thus spake on that ancient man,
The red-nosed waggonere. The bright-eyed Mariner.
1-4 | He listeneth like a three years and a half| 1-4 |He holds him with his glittering eye —
(g) |child. (t) | The Wedding-Guest stood still,
And listens like a three years’ child:
The Mariner hath his will.
1-5 | “The waine is fulle, the horses pulle, 1-6 | ‘'The ship was cheered, the harbour
(t) Merrilye did we trotte (t) cleared,
Alonge the bridge, alonge the road, Merrily did we drop
A jolly crewe, I wotte.” Below the kirk, below the hill,
And here the tailore smotte his breaste, Below the lighthouse top.
He smelte the cabbage pottel 1-8 | The Wedding-Guest here beat his breast,
(t) |For he heard the loud bassoon. (Il. 3-4)
1-5 | The appetite of the tailore whetted by the| 1-9 |The Wedding-Guest heareth the bridal
(g) |smell of cabbage. (g) |music....




Ancient Waggoner (t:text&g:gloss)

Ancient Mariner (t:text&g:gloss)

[partHstanza [partH{stanza
1-6 | “The nighte was darke, like Noe’s arke, 1-12 | And forward bends his head,

(t) Oure waggone moved alonge; (t) | The ship drove fast, loud roared the blast,
The hail pour’'d faste, loude roared the And southward aye we fled. (1l. 4-6)
blaste,
Yet stille we moved alonge;
And sung in chorus, ‘Cease, loud Borus,
A very charminge songe.
1-8 | “The ice was here, the ice was there, 1-15 | “The ice was here, the ice was there,
(t) It was a dismale mattere (t) | The ice was all around:
To see the cargoe, one by one, It cracked and growled, and roared and
Flounderinge in the watterel howled,
Like noises in a swound!
3-16 | They dropped down one by one. (1. 4)
(t)
1-9 | “With rout and roare, we reached the| 7-8 |It reached the ship, it split the bay;
(t) shore, (t) | The ship went down like lead. (1. 3-4)
And never a soul did sinke;
But in the rivere, gone for evere,
Swum our meate and drinke.
1-10 | “At lengthe we spied a good grey goose, 1-16 | “At length did cross an Albatross,
(t) Thorough the snow it came; (t) | Thorough the fog it came;
And with the butte ende of my whippe As if it had been a Christian soul,
I hailed it in Goddhis name. We hail'd it in God's name.
1-10 | The waggonere hailethe ane goose, with| 1-16 | Till a great sea-bird, called the Albatross,
(g) |ane novel salutatione. (g) |came through the snow-fog, and was
received with great joy and hospitality.
1-11 | “It staggered as it had been drunke, 1-20 |... With my cross-bow
(t) So dexterous was it hitte; (t) |1 shot the Albatross. (1. 3-4)
Of brokene boughs we made a fire,
Thomme Loncheone roasted itte.” —
1-12 | “Be done, thou tipsye waggonere, 4-1 | "I fear thee, ancient Mariner!
(t) To the feaste I must awaye.” (t) |1 fear thy skinny hand!
The waggonere seized him bye the coatte, And thou art long, and lank, and brown,
And forced him there to staye, As is the ribbed sea-sand.
Begginge, in gentlemanlie style, 4-2 | T fear thee and thy glittering eye,
Butte halfe-ane-hour’s delaye. (t) | And thy skinny hand, so brown.” —

“Fear not, fear not, thou Wedding-Guest!
This body dropt not down.




Ancient Waggoner (t:text&g:gloss)

Ancient Mariner (t:text&g:gloss)

[part{stanza [partH{stanza|
1-12 | The tailore impatient to be gone, but is|4-1 2| The Wedding-Guest feareth that a spirit is
(g) |forcibly persuaded to remain. (g) |talking to him.
But the ancient Mariner assureth him of
his bodily life, and proceedeth to relate his
horrible penance.
2-1 | “The crimson sunne was rising o'ere 3-8 | “And straight the Sun was flecked with bars,
(t) The verge of the horizon; (t) | (Heaven's Mother send us gracel)
Upon my worde, as faire a sunne As if through a dungeon-grate he peered
As ever I clapped eyes onne. With broad and burning face.
2-1 | The waggonere's bowels yearn towards the | 4-10 |In his loneliness and fixedness he yearneth
(g) |sunne. (g) |towards the journeying Moon, and the stars
that still sojourn, yet still move onward . . . .
2-2 | “Twill bee ane comfortable thinge,” 7-20 | “O sweeter than the marriage-feast,
(t) The mutinous crewe 'gan crye; (t) |'Tis sweeter far to me,
“Twill be an comfortable thinge To walk together to the kirk
Within the jaile to lye; With a goodly company! —
Ahl execrable wretche,” saide they, 2-3 | Ah wretch! said they, the bird to slay,
“Thatte caused the goose to diel (t) | That made the breeze to blow! (Il. 5-6)
2-2 | The passengers throwe the blame of the| 2-14 | The shipmates, in their sore distress, would
(g) |goose massacre on the innocent waggonere. | (g) |fain throw the whole guilt on the ancient
Mariner . . . .
2-3 | “The day was drawing near ittes close, 3-7 | "The western wave was all a-flame,
(t) The sunne was well nighe settinge; (t) | The day was well-nigh done! (1. 1-2)
When lol it seemed as iffe his face 3-8 | “And straight the Sun was flecked with
Was veiled with fringe-warke-nettinge. () bars,
(Heaven's Mother send us grace!)
As if through a dungeon-grate he peered
With broad and burning face.
2-4 | “Somme saide itte was ane apple tree, 3-2 | “At first it seemed a little speck,
(t) Laden with goodlye fruite, (t) | And then it seemed a mist;
Somme swore itte was ane foreigne birde, It moved and moved, and took at last
Some said it was ane brute; A certain shape, I wist.
Alasl it was ane bumbailiffe,
Riding in pursuite!
2-5 | “A hue and crye sterte uppe behind, 6-11 | “Like one that on a lonesome road
(t) Whilke smote oure ears like thunder, (t) |Doth walk in fear and dread,
Within the waggone there was drede, And having once turned round walks on,
Astonishmente and wonder. And turns no more his head;
Because he knows, a frightful fiend
Doth close behind him tread.
2-5 | Ane lovelye sound ariseth; ittes effects| 6-22 | They stood as signals to the land,
(g) |described. (t) |Each one a lovely light .... (1. 3-4)
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Ancient Mariner (t:text&g:gloss)

part -{stanza] [part]{stanza]
2-6 | “One after one, the rascalls rann, 3-15 | “One after one, by the star-dogged Moon,

(t) And from the carre did jump; (t) | Too quick for groan or sigh,
One after one, one after one, Each turned his face with a ghastly pang,
They felle with heavy thump. And cursed me with his eye.
3-16 | “Four times fifty living men,
(t) | (And I heard nor sigh nor groan),
With heavy thump, a lifeless lump,
They dropped down one by one.
2-6 | The passengers throw somersets. 3-16 | His shipmates drop down dead.
(2) (g)
2-8 | “Their bodies with their legs did flye, 3-17 | “The souls did from their bodies fly, —
(t) Theye fled withe feare and glyffe; (t) | They fled to bliss or woel
Why star’st thoue soe? — With one goode And every soul, it passed me by,
blow, Like the whizz of my cross—bow!
I felled the bumbailiffe”
3-1 | T feare thee, auncient waggonere, 4-1 | ‘T fear thee, ancient Mariner!
(t) I feare thy hornye fiste, (t) |Ifear thy skinny hand!
For itte is stained with gooses gore, And thou art long, and lank, and brown,
And bailiffe’s blood, I wist. As is the ribbed sea-sand.
6-26 |[The Hermit]ll shrieve my soul, he'll wash
(t) away
The Albatross’s blood. (Il. 5-6)
3-2 | "I fear to gette ane fisticuffe 4-1 | T fear thee, ancient Mariner!
(t) From thy leathern knuckles brown; (t) |1 fear thy skinny hand!
With that the tailore strove to ryse — And thou art long, and lank, and brown,
The waggonere thrusts him down. As is the ribbed sea-sand.
4-2 |But the ancient Mariner assureth him of
(g) |his bodily life, and proceedeth to relate his
horrible penance.
3-3 | “Thou craven, if thou mov’st a limye, 4-2 | Fear not, fear not, thou Wedding-Guest! (1 3)
(t) I'll give thee cause for feare; (1)
And thus went on, that tipsye man,
The red-billed waggoner.
3-4 | “The bumbailiffe so beautifulll 4-4 | The many men, so beautifull
(t) Declared itte was no joke, (t) | And they all dead did lie . ... (1. 1-2)
For, to his knowledge, both his legs
And fifteen ribbes were broke.
3-5 | “The lighte was gone, the nighte came on, 5-6 | “The upper air burst into life!
(1) Ane hundrede lantherns’ sheen (t) | And a hundred fire-flags sheen,

Glimmerred upon the kinge's highwaye —
Ane lovelye sighte, I ween.

To and fro they were hurried about!
And to and fro, and in and out,
The wan stars danced between.
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Ancient Mariner (t:text&g:gloss)

[part{stanza [partH{stanza|
3-6 | “ Is it he, quoth one, ‘is this the manne? 5-24 | “ Ts it he? quoth one, Ts this the man?
(t) T'll laye the rascalle stiffe; (t) | By him who died on cross,
With cruel stroke the beak he broke With his cruel bow he laid full low
Of the harmless bumbailiffe. The harmless Albatross.
3-8 | “Up came the seconde from the vanne; 5-22 | It flung the blood into my head,
(t) We had scarcely fought a round, (t) |And]I fell down in a swound. (1. 3-4)
When some one smote me from behinde,
And I fell down in a swound:
3-9 | “And when my head began to clear, 5-26 | “The other was a softer voice,
(t) I heard the yemering crew — (t) |As soft as honey-dew:
Quoth one, “This man hath penance done, Quoth he, “The man hath penance done,
And penance more shall do.” And penance more will do.”
4-1 | “Oh Freedom is a glorious thing! 5-1 |Oh Sleep! it is a gentle thing .... (1. 1)
(t) And, tailore, by the by, (t)
I'd rather in a halter swing, 7-20 | “O sweeter than the marriage-feast,
Than in a dungeon lie. (t) |'Tis sweeter far to me,
To walk together to the kirk
With a goodly company! —
4-2 | “The jailere came to bring me foode, 1-17 |[Albatross] ate the food it ne’'er had eat . . ..
(t) Forget it will I never, t 1D
How he turned up the white o his eye
When I stuck him in the liver.
4-3 | “His threade of life was snapt; once more 6-10 | “And now this spell was snapt: once more
(t) I reached the open streete; (t) |I viewed the ocean green,
The people sung out ‘Gardyloo’ And looked far forth, yet little saw
As I ran down the streete. Of what had else been seen —
Methought the blessed air of heaven 7-20 | “O sweeter than the marriage—feast,
Never smelte so sweete. (t) |'Tis sweeter far to me,
To walk together to the kirk
With a goodly company! —
4-4 | “Once more upon the broad highwaye, 6-20 |I turned my eyes upon the deck —
(t) 1 walked with feare and drede; (t) |Oh, Christ! what saw I there! (1. 3-4)
And every fifteen steppes I tooke
I turned about my heade, 6-21 |Each corse lay flat, lifeless and flat,
For feare the corporal of the guarde (t) | And, by the holy rood! (1. 1-2)
Might close behind me trede!
4-5 | “Behold, upon the western wave 3-7 | Almost upon the western wave
(t) Setteth the broad bright sunne; (t) |Rested the broad bright Sun . ... (Il 3-4)
So I must onward, as I have
Full fifteen miles to runne. 5-19 |Slowly and smoothly went the ship,
(t) |Moved onward from beneath. (Il. 3-4)
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[partHstanza [partH{stanza
4-7 | The tailore rushed into the roome, 7-24 |...and now the Wedding-Guest
(t) O'erturning three or foure; (t) |Turned from the bridegroom’s door. (IL
Fractured his skulle against the walle, 3-4)
And worde spake never morell
4-8 Morale. 7-25 | A sadder and a wiser man
(t) |Such is the fate of foolish men, (t) | He rose the morrow morn. (Il 3-4)

The danger all may see,
Or those who list to waggonere,

And keepe bad companye.
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The gloss, itself a parody of academic or monkish interpretation, has proven to be a



continuous source of hermeneutic questions about the poem and about hermeneutics
in general. It is by now a critical commonplace that the gloss offers a kind of enfolded
dialectical or ironic perspective on the main text of the ballad, though critical disagreement
persists as to how to read the precise tone of the marginal text . ... The simple discrepancy
in tone between the agony of the Guest and the gloss-writer's imperturbability is potentially

parodic, whatever Coleridge’s specific intentions. *
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‘And now the STORM-BLAST came, and he
Was tyrannous and strong:
He struck with his o'ertaking wings,

And chased us south along.

With sloping masts and dipping prow,

As who pursued with yell and blow

Still treads the shadow of his foe,

And forward bends his head,

The ship drove fast, loud roared the blast,
And southward aye we fled.

And now there came both mist and snow,
And it grew wondrous cold:

And ice, mast-high, came floating by,

As green as emerald. (1-11,12,&13)
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Not only does the geographical specification destroy the wonderful sense of moving into

an unknown, unlocatable region of intense cold, ice, and snow; it also inhibits the gradual



awakening of the spiritually and mentally metaphorical level of a psychological journey, and
the confrontation with supernatural or sub-conscious force, found in the physically powerful

and concrete imagery of the ice and snow and alienation from civilization. ®
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The waggonere tickleth the spleen of the jailor, who daunces ane Fandango.
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The Waggoner is a poem of a kind whereof Mr Wordsworth' s muse had not hitherto
afforded any example. It is lightly and playful, written in a dancing, merry, irregular

measure, sometimes almost Hudibrastic in its cadences and rhymes. 10
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