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[t is quite recently, as many critics admit, when the term [graphic novel] became casually suggesting an
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extended comic book that treats nonfictional aswell asfictional plots and themes with the depth and sub-

»l

tlety that we have come to expect of traditional novels and extended nonfictional texts™ (2, underlineis

mine)
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All modern American literature comes from one book by Mark Twain called Huckleberry Finn. . . . [I]t's
the best book we've had. All American writing comes from that. There was nothing before. There has

been nothing as good since’
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The question, “ Should Huckleberry Finn be banned?” was first posed in 1885-the year the book about an
interracial friendship was first published-when official committee members of the Public Lbrary (sic) of
Concord, Massachusetts said, “rough, coarse and inelegant, dealing with a series of experiences not ele-
vating, the whole book being more suited to the slums that to intelligent, respectable people’ (Boston
Evening Transcript March 17, 1885 p.6)."”
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NOTICE
Persons attempting to find a motive in this narrative will be prosecuted; persons attempting to find a
moral init will be banished; persons attempting to find aplot in it will be shot.
BY ORDER OF THEAUTHOR
PER G.G., CHIEF OF ORDNANCE."
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You don’'t know about me, without you have read a book by the name of “The Adventures of Tom
Sawyer,” but that ain't no matter. That book was made by Mr. Mark Twain, and he told the truth mainly.
There was things which he stretched, but mainly he told the truth. That is nothing. (28-29)
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IFYOU REALLY WANT TO HEAR about it, the first thing you’ll probably want to know is where | was
born, and what my lousy childhood was like, and how my parents were occupied and all before they had
me, and al that David Copperfield kind of crap, but | don’'t fedl like going into it, if you want to know
the truth.™
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[M]y parents would have about two hemorrhages apiece if | told anything pretty personal about them.
They’re quite touchy about anything like that, especially my father. (3)
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Not only we were inverts, we were inversions of one another.
While | was trying to compensate for something unmanly in him. . . .

... he was attempting to express something feminine through me. (98)
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And in away, you could say that my father's end was my beginning. Or more precisely, that the end of
his lie coincided with the beginning of my truth. Because I'd been lying too, for along time. Since | was

four or five. (117, emphasis added)
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My first experience was when | was fourteen. Norris Johnson. He helped out at the farm and the Fun
Home. He was rea well-built, with black, wavy hair. It was. . . nice.

Then there was a boy my senior year of college. (220-221)

0o0oooboooobooboobooboobobomooboboooDbooboooobooooo
godoooobooboboooobbodoooobooooooD oD oDmooooooa
0000000o00oo0o00Uoo00O000o00O00o0o0o0oU0oooO0o0ooDoooooooog
0000000o00U00o0o00U00O00000O00000O00D0oO0o0ooDoOoOo0oomog
dodo00o0oO0o0o0oO0oO0o0O000D0D0D0DUOOOO0OOOU0D0DDOOODUO0DO0ODODOUOOOOnO
00o00oo0oo0o0Uo0O000U0o0O0000DO00DUOO0O0D0DOO0O0DUDOOOODoOoOOO
gooddddddouoooooooooo

gjoooooooooooobbbobbobbbobbbbododdoooooooo o
0000D00O000o0ooDooDoDdooooooooooooDooooooOgonO |amaleshian”
ool obbobbobbbbobbbbbdllllUUUU U OO O
0000000000000 00000000000000D0ooOooOoooUoooOooog
000000 *“Atleast you'rehumandITO 000 O 0O O O O “Do you have to put a label on yourself?’
0ooooo000ooo00o0oooUuo0o0o0ooooo0o0o0o0oooooooooooooo
000000o0o00U0ooOo00U0ooO0o0DUooOO0oOoUoOoOOoOOooUo

oo ooobobobbobobbbbboddddddoooooooooo
goboooobboooobbooodobobbooobbuobbbUooboboobobo
jooboobooboooobooobooobooobooooooo

Of course, it seems like a cop out. But then, who are cop outs for? Teking sides is rahther heroic, and |

am not a hero. What isreally worth it0 0110
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