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A Historical Analysis of Psych Verbs in English
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(1) agitate, amuse, anger, annoy, appall, astonish, bore, bother, captivate, charm, concern, confound,
daunt, delight, demoralize, depress, disappoint, discomfit, disconcert, discourage, disgust, dismay, dis-
please, disturb, embarrass, enchant, encourage, enrage, entertain, excite, fascinate, flatter, frighten,
frustrate, gratify, grieve, harass, horrify, humiliate, incense, inspire, insult, interest, intimidate, intrigue,
irritate, madden, move, mystify, offend, perturb, petrify, please, refresh, relieve, sadden, satisfy, scare,

shock, startle, stun, stupefy, surprise, terrify, threaten, thrill, tire, trouble, vex, worry

g obobobobbbbobobobbddddoooooo o
goooooogGrimshawd DO O OO0O0OODOODO frightenDODODOOOODOODOOODOO
0 O psychological causative 0 0 000000 OO0 O Longman Advanced American Dictionary 0O 0 O
00000 surprise0 00 00O make someone feel surprised 00000000 makeO OO OO
000000o0o00Uoo0o0U0o0O000o0D0o0DUo0oO0oUDUoO0o0ooDooOooooDooog
oooo°

O00000000ObedOingD 0000000 ODOOODODOOOODONDONDONONODOOOOOOO
00000000 oo0DoDoooDoooooooooooooogwited bedOingODOOOOO
gooodooooogooo

(2) a. I'write poems just for pleasure.

b. | am writing poems just for pleasure.
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(3) a. The current economic downturn really depresses us.

b. The current economic downturn is really depressing us.
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(4) The current economic downturn is really depressing.
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(5)  The current economic downturn is really depressing to us.
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(6) Balanced nourishment is important to small children.
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(7) "I am writing to/for/with/etc. poems just for pleasure.
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(8) a. Itisinteresting to know that the athlete was born in a very poor family.
(cf. It is nice to know that the athlete won the gold medal.)
b. We arepleased to announce that Tony and Meg are officially engaged.

(cf. We arehappy to have you on our team.)
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(9) a. The man showed a very confused expression.

b. The issue of education reform seems quite interesting.
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10 a. "He studied a very spoken English every day.

b. "The baby is quite sleeping.
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(1) a. His mere presence was more encouraging than those nice words.

b. 1 am less gratified with this result than the last one.
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(12 a. He seemed frightened.
b. The movie seemed amusing
13 a. "The language seems spoken all over the country.
(cf. The language seems to be spoken all over the country.)
b. “He seems sleeping soundly.

(cf. He seems to be sleeping soundly.)
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amuse (1480 < OF (& RAmuser)
annoy (1250 < ORnuier; cf. Fennuyer)
appall (1315 < OFapalir)
astonish (1530 < Festonnir; cf. F éonner)
charm (1380 < Feharmer)
concern (1450 < [Eoncerner)
confound (1374 < OF (& Fyonfondre)
daunt (1300 < Oflanter)
delight (1300 < OFdeliter)
demoralize (1793 < Bemoralizer)
depress (1325 < O#fepresser)
disappoint (1494 < Eesappointer)
discomfit (1225 < OFdesconfit; cf. F deconfire)
disconcert (1687 < Eeconcerter)
discourage (1481 < O#fescoragier; cf. F décourager)
disgust (1659 < Flégodter)
dismay (1297 < OF or AFdesmaier, demaier)
displease (13.. < Besplais-, pres. stem oflesplaire)
disturb (1305 < OFlestorbe)
embarrass (1672 < &mbarrasser)
enchant (1377 < enchanter)
encourage (1490 < énhcourager)
enrage (1589 < OF (& Fnrager)
entertain (1481 < [entretenir)
excite (1340 < Fexciter)
flatter (1225 < Hlatter)
gratify (1568 < Fgratifier)
grieve (1225 < Fyrever)
harass (1626 < Rarasser)
incense (1435 < Okcenser)

inspire (1340 < OF (& F)nspirer)



interest (1608 < Fntéresser)

intrigue (1612 < Antriguer)

move (1250 < OF (& F)mouvoir)

mystify (1814 < Fmystifier)

offend (13.. < OFoffendre; cf. F offenser)
perturb (1374 < Ofpartourber; cf. F perturber)
petrify (1594 < Fpetrifier)

please (1325 < OPlaiser; cf. F plaire)

refresh (1374 < Olfefrescher)

relieve (13.. < OF (& Fyelever)

satisfy (1489 < OFsatisfier; cf. F satisfaire)
shock (1567 < ehoquer)

stun (1300 < OFestoner ; cf. F étonner)
stupefy (1596 < Ftupefier)

surprise (1485 < AF/OBurprisee; cf. F surprendre)
trouble (1225 < ORrubler; cf. F troubler)

vex (1426 < OF (& F)vexer)

goooooooooo
agitate (1586 < lagitat- ppl. stem ofagitare)
captivate (1526 < late taptivat- ppl. stem ofcaptivare)
fascinate (1598 < lfascinate- ppl. stem offascinare)
frustrate (1663 < lrustrate- ppl. stem offrustrari)
horrify (1791 < Lhorrificare)
humiliate (1796 <humilitat- ppl. stem of late Lhumiliare)
insult (1620 < Linsultare)
intimidate (1646 < med. lintimidate < ppl. stem ofintimidare)
irritate (1531 < Lirritat- ppl. stem ofirriare)
terrify (1578 < Lterrificare)

gooeood
startle ( < OEsteartlian)
tire (< OEtiorian)

worry ( < OEwyrgan)
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o odgg
anger (1377 < ONngra)
bore (1768 unknown etymology)
bother (1718 unknown etymology)
frighten (1666 < OHyrhto + -en)
madden (1735 < Obad + en)
sadden (1628 < OEad + en)
scare (1200 < Oiskirra)
threaten (1290 < OHreat + en)
thrill (1300 < OEthyrel )
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oo ooooo
amuse cause to muse divert, please (1631)
appall fade, fail, decay bring into low spirits (1532)
charm act upon with a charm or magic fascinate (1440)
concern sift, separate, distinguish trouble (1592)
daunt overcome, subdue intimidate (1475)
depress put down by force bring into low spirits (1621)
discomfit defeat completely throw into perplexity (1375)
enchant bewitch delight (1592)
entertain hold amuse (1626)
excite set in motion move to strong emotion (1820)
incense set on fire make angry (1494)
inspire blow or breathe into influence with a feeling (1390)
intrigue trick, deceive interest (1894)
move go, advance affect with emotion (1300)
petrify convert into stone paralyze, stupefy (1771)
shock collide, clash scandalize, horrify (1694)
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(14) forponpu eart sywde gymende and smagende daldra manna cwidas and deeda.
‘because thou art very diligent and inquisitive as to the sayings and doings of men of old’
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(15 L eratdocens > OE waees leerende (=was teaching)

erat dicens > wees sprecende (=was speaking) 000 OOoomad
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(160 a. N'ayant pas d'amis, il S’ennuie beacoup.

b. Having no friends, he is very bored.
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17 a.ll'y a beaucoup d’étudiangpprenant I'anglais.

b. There are many studen&arning English.
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(18 a. Ce sontdes enfants obéissant a leurs pafefts] 0 O O
‘They are the children obeying their parents’
b. Ce sontdes enfants obéissadntsl 0 0 0 0 0 O

‘They are the obedient children’
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000000000 0OdD Cette vendeuse eatcueillante. (‘The female shop clerk ientertaining.”)
0000D000000DO0ODOO0O0OO00ODOO INlya ades tableauravissants [admirables] dans le salon.
(‘There is afascinating [admirable] painting in the saloon.’)
000000000 O Je suis treseconnaissant de vos soins. (‘I am vergrateful for your care.’)
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