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On the Grammarians’ Views of English Grammar around 1700 (1)

Atsushi TAGUCHI
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1.1. Only very recently have a number of scholars, including Crowley (1991), Rodriguez-Gil
(2002) and Tieken (2000), challenged this monolithic view of eighteenth-century grammars,
turning to the original texts and viewing them and their authors in the social and intellectual
context of their time. What emerges from these studies is that eighteenth-century grammarians
had a range of motives for writing their grammars, and that these and later grammars, far from
being uniformly ‘prescriptive’, would be better described as occupying different points on a pre-

scriptive-descriptive continuum. (Beal 20040 89-90)
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1.2. English grammarians, especially those of the eighteenth and nineteenth centuries, have been
accused of employing prescriptive methods. ... Such sweeping judgments have gained popularity

in histories of English and of English grammar, but fortunately in the light of more recent
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scholarship, they have been revealed as anachronistic and in need of revision; more research
needs to be done in this area. ... One also needs to consider the linguistic situation in the eight-
eenth century, as well as the aims of the grammars and the audiences for which they were in-
tended: ... In future, it may seem more appropriate to speak of prescriptive tendencies rather

than of prescriptive English grammar in the eighteenth century and later. (Gneuss 199601 31-32)
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1.3. Lowth’s grammar is rarely studied in great depth, particularly in relation to the language of
the period. This was true thirty years ago, when Pullum (19740 63) commented that the book
“is more mentioned than read by the majority of grammarians today”, but it is still so today.
And it is even rarer for Lowth’s grammar to be considered in the context in which it was writ-
ten, i.e. by a man who wished to do better in the world and who, through his grammar, enabled

others to do likewise. (Tieken-Boon van Ostade et al., WebSite)
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3.1. Table 3.1. Social and economic conditions in England 1410-1680

0. Social order (After 1558)
Upward social mobility via the professions, marriage or acquisition of land; paths open espe-
cially before the 1640s. Inflation of honours and multiplication of the gentry during the
early Stuarts. Consolidation of the middle ranks.

0. Culture (After 1558)
Illiteracy becomes a special characteristic of the poor. A semi-literate society.
Increase in educational opportunity at all levels, enjoyed by higher ranks and upper levels
of the middling sort.
Interest in higher education decreases from 1650 onwards.
English accepted as the national language suitable for most purposes.

(Nevalainen et al. 20030 35)
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3.2. ... the interest of foreigners in English greatly increased in that time, so that the number
of English grammars written by and intended for foreigners in the period of 1650-1700 is double

the number of those written by native authors for English readers. (Poldauf 1948[1 86)
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3.3. Thus the grammars of the sixteenth and seventeenth centuries were primarily intended for
foreigners learning English, and for this reason some of them were written in Latin, ... There
was clearly a need of foreign language textbooks of this kind, particularly among the Huguenot
refugees who had fled to England, ... In the eighteenth century, grammars of English were
mainly textbooks intended for English teachers and pupils, but also for adults wishing to improve

their ability to express themselves in their native tongue. (Gneuss 199601 28-29)
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4.1. | (57) Christopher Cooper, Grammatica Linguae Anglicanae. London 1685.

(Alston I, No. 29.)

(58) Christopher Cooper, The English Teacher, or the discovery of the art of teaching and
learning the English tongue. Fitted for the use of schools, and necessary for all those that

desire to read, write, or speak out tongue with ease and understanding. London 1687.

Cooper [0 16850 [0 Grammatica Linguae Anglicanae D 0000000, 00000 0DO 16870 00
The English Teacher 00 OO0 DOOOOO0 OO0O0O Poldaufd Gneuss 0000 O0O0OOOOO, 1
e 00000000000 booooooog, ooobws70ooooooooog
pgoodddoouo, ooooooobobobbbbbbbobooodo

4.1.1. By which means, the way of Writing, which could be attain’d onely by much Reading, and
strict Observation, may in a few Weeks, nay perhaps in a few Days, if not hours, be throughly
learn’t, and the grounds and reasons plainly discovered and understood. Which cannot surely,
but be very grateful to all Gentlemen, Ladies, Merchants, Tradesmen, Schools, and Strangers
(that have so much knowledge of our English Tongue as to understand the Rules;) and gener-
ally to all those that desire with Ease and Understanding to speak, read, or write English; who
have not time or occasion to read over many Books, or consult a Dictionary at every turn among

a great ... (Cooper 16870 3)

000 Cooper O, to all Gentlemen, Ladies, Merchants, Tradesmen, Schools, and Strangers [0 [
000, to all those that desire with Ease and Understanding to speak, read, or write English
oo0ooOooaoao

4.1.2. Thus I have finished that, which I at first designed and judged most necessary to my pre-
sent purpose; that is, to give the most clear, full, and perfect account of the best, and easiest
way to Read and Write our English Tongue. If any one desires to understand the frame or con-
stitution of our Tongue, may consult Grammatica Linguae Anglicanae; wherein 1 have treated of

the Etymology of Nouns, Verbs, and Adverbs. (Cooper 16870 120)
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0001870 000000000000 O0O0OO0, OOOO0OODODOOO to give the most clear,
full, and perfect account of the best, and easiest way to Read and Write our English Tongue O
000000 00168700 The English Teacher D000, OODUODDOO Sundby OO O OO OO
oooogo

4.1.3. To all intents and purposes, E [The English Teacher] is a translation of A [Grammatica
Linguae Anglicanae] but is an abridged version, for most of the chapters on etymology and gram-
mar that form the third part of A have dropped out. (Sundby 19530 vi-vii)

4.1.4. E was primarily intended, the title-page states, ‘for the Use of Schools’. Its aim and pur-
pose was ‘to give the most clear, full, and perfect account of the best, and easiest way to Read
and Write our English Tongue’ (E 120.12ff). ... The work was planned with a pedagogical eye.
(Sundby 1953: vii)

4.1.5. With E, Cp breaks away from the tradition of writing English grammars in Latin, but the

influence of classical learning makes itself felt in this work, too. (Sundby 19530 viii)

gobooglessoooooooooooooo, booobooooooooooboooooboobooo
oo, ooooooooboooboo, booooooOoOobOoOoobOboOoobooooo oo
o, lessooooooocooboodo, oooooooooboooo, couobooooboooa
ooooobo, oooooobobobooogooooboogooooooooooooobooonn
oooooooood4ie00000, Poldauf OO OOOO, DODOOOOODOO (1975) OO
ooooooooooon

4.1.6. His Grammatica linguae Anglicanae (1685) is the last English grammar written in Latin.

(Poldauf 194801 90)
ooO, PoldaufDOOCOODOODODOODOOCO
4.1.7. English as a particular subject of the curriculum gradually gained admission to British
schools in the latter half of the 17th century. The school books printed for this purpose are,
however, quite elementary. (Poldauf 19480 91)
17000 0000000000000000O0OO0DODOODOOOOOOOOOOO, Dooooo

Oooooooooooooooog, Vorlat (1975) 0000000000
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4.1.8. Being a teacher, Cooper has written his work for children. But also grown-ups, many of
whom are deemed unable to write without mistakes, are supposed to need the work, especially
those living abroad, who are in perpetual danger of spoiling their mother tongue: ... Foreigners, too,

need to learn English for practical, social and cultural reason: ... (Vorlat 19750 31)

Cooper 00O ODO0OOOOODOOO, OO, DOD0DDODODODODODOODOODOODOO, O
g obbobbbobobo, bbb ogoooo
oo, oo ooobobobobbbbobbobbtbbodddddooouooog
gooooooooo

00, 1700000000 Lane 0 A Key to the Art of Letters 000000

4.2.| (146) A. Lane, A Key to the Art of Letters: or, English a learned language, full of ari,
elegancy and variety. Being an essay to enable both foreiners, and the English youth of ei-
ther sex, to speak and write the English tongue well and learnedly, according to the exactest
rules of grammar. After which they may attain to Latin, French, or any other forein lan-
guage i a short time, with very little trouble to themselves or their teachers. With a preface
shewing the necessity of a vernacular grammar. London, 1700; 1705. (Alston I, Nos. 36

and 37.)

00000 Cooper 00O ODOO0BDOIOOODODOOOOOOODO, DOODOODODODODOO,
fboooboooboboooboboobobooboobobobboobbobbobbobo oo, Do
(1975) 0OO0OO0O, O00OO learned language 0 0000000000000 OODOOOOOO
gg, ijbooooboboooooboboooobobboooobboo, bbbboooobbbooo
gogboobbgoobooboooboooboobooobboobbooboobobooboo
oo

4.2.1. ... the true End and Use of Grammar is to teach us how to speak and write well and learn-
edly in a Language already known, according to the unalterable Rules of right Reason, which are

the same in all Languages how different soever they be. (Lane 17000 x)

gogboobbgooboobboobooboobbooboobbooo

4.2.2. And if the Author has found out the true Secret of an easy and rational Education that
may prove to the advantage of the fair Sex who have so many Slights and Affronts put upon

them for want of Learning, he thinks all his Pains and Labour happily bestow’d. (Lane 17000

0 8sQ



XVI-XVii)

OO0o000000 @9r5) O, ODOO0OOCOODOOCOO0ODOCOOO0DOOOO (the Fair sex)0 00O
uobooob, ooooboocoobodooboooooooooobOooOoOboOooboOoOoooboooo
U, 0o0oobooooobobooobooobooooooooonn
Lane00O0O000DO0OO0DOOODOOO, ODO423000000

4.2.3. Quest. What is Grammar?
Answ. Grammar is an Art that Teaches the Right Way of Speaking and Writing, accord-
ing to the particular Form of every Language. (Lane 17000 p. 1)

Lane000000O000O0O0COOOODOOOOOOOOOOOOOOODOOOOOODOOOC
goooooocoooooo oo, ob4240000000, ODOOODOOOOOOCOOOOO
o0, 000ooo0ooooooobooooobooboooono

4.2.4. ... Lane might have been expected to focus his attention upon the educational side of
English grammar, but, instead, his main concern is universal grammar as it is seen in the struc-

ture of the English language. (Poldauf 19480 92)

OO0, WalisOOOODOOOOOOO0O0OO00O0000000000000 Lane00OOO0OOO0O

4.2.5. Latin is his chief concern in his Rational and Speedy Method of Attaining to the Latin
Tongue (1695), but even later, in his Key fo the Art of Letters (1700) he does not try, as Wallis
did, to detach himself from the Latin system. Even this is characteristic of the ensuing period.
The definite separation of the Latin and the English grammatical systems is not achieved at all
in the 18th century, though there is a great step forward in the latter half of it.

(Poldauf 194807 93)

Poldauf 0 Leonard (1929)0 00000000000 COOOO0O0ODOOOOOOOOO, 42600
gooo, gbooooboooobobooboboobotobooboboobobooo,
gogobooobbg, boobbooboooobooboob, ooboobobooboboooboo
oboobobooooobooboobobo

4.2.6. It is certainly unjust of Leonard to regard Lane and Richard Johnson as the first two gram-

marians who desired “that we should learn English by rule”. Both Lane and Richard Johnson
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regarded and regularity as something inherent in any grammatical structure, but in this they

were children of their age. (Poldauf 194801 94)
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