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Ba and Communicationl] Generating Interactive Dialogue

Tamah NAKAMURA

Abstract

Seiryukai group situates movement activities and discussion activities in specific localities with spatial
dimensions connecting the internal and external to each other. The Japanese concept of Ba captures this em-
bracing sense of space, and | will use this concept of Ba, a generative matrix of interaction, to describe the
various aspects of Seiryukai’s activities in terms of connection through body movement and discussion. To un-
derstand this shifting network within which many Seiryukai participants find connection through time and
space, the concept of various Ba are illustrated through descriptive passages about what happens in each of
the Ba: physical Ba, somatic movement Ba, social Ba, and generative Ba. These spaces are where activities
are carried out, what social activities occur there, how the somatic self and group moves, and what meaning is

generated for the participants.
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