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THE PERSIAN PEASANT

No one is so high but he may feel the courtesy of the most humble, and no one is so humble
but he may win applause by courtesy. This is because it is not the value of a favour, or of an
act of courtesy, that we chiefly esteem: we more esteem the feeling from which it springs,
and the manner in which it is conferred. For the same reason the greatest men, in giving
the greatest possible favours, have sometimes won less love than the humblest have gained
by very little favours, or things which were no favour at all. It was said of Charles I. that he
granted favours in so unpleasing a manner, that they procured him less affection than some
other kings gained by courteously declining to gratify their courtiers. A peasant meeting
Artaxerxes, king of Persia, in one of his journey, having nothing to present to his sovereign,
ran to an adjacent stream, and filling his hands with water, offered it to the king to drink.
The monarch smiled at the oddness of the present, but thanked the giver, in whom, he said, it
showed at least a courteous disposition. Such a peasant might be to appearance a clown, but
his mind must have been by nature that of a gentleman.

(The Moral Class-book Chambers ‘s Educational Course- edited by W. and R. Chambers,
William and Robert Chambers, London and Edinburgh, 1861. Digitized by the Internet Archive

in 2009 with funding from Ontario Council of University Libraries,)
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