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On Differences in the Use of the Definite Article between
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AE BE
in the spring in spring
in the future in future
go to the university go to university
be in the hospital be in hospita
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In BrE you say to hospital or in hospital when you are a patient: | had to go to hospital. /
She spent two weeks in hospital. In AmE you need to use the: | had to go to the hospital. /
She spent two weeks in the hospital.
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bird 0 ba:dO O ba:rdd

00000000000001900000000000000000A Compendious Dictionary of
the English Language (1806) 0 An American Dictionary of the English Language (1828)0 0 0 OO
00000000000 Noah Webster 000 O0DODOO BEO AEODODOOOOODODOO
oooooooo

BE AE
centre center
colour color
traveller traveler
reaise readlize

000000000000 O0O0O00O0Ob0O0O0OO0 AEODOODOODOODODODOskunk, raccoon,
blueberry, pumpkin OO0 ODO000000 OO00OO0OOO00OO0O0DOOOO0OOOOBEOD AEODOOOO
goboobbooboobobooobooboooboo



BE AE

railway railroad
baggage luggage
underground subway
post mail

lift elevator
petrol gasoline
flat apartment
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(1) a Have you any money?

b. The village shop hasn’t ice-cream. Ooo0 p.23s0
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(2) a John runs the fastest in class. (AE)
b. John runs fastest in class. (BE)
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GUN USAT
in spring 5 3
in the spring 8 16
in future 10 0
in the future 15 13
go to university 16 0
go to the university 0 0
to be in hospital 15 2
to be in the hospital 1 1
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IN SPRING VS. IN THE SPRING
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(3) Ditto the World Wide Web, which was the preserve of an exclusive minority from its first
release in 1990 until the Mosaic browser was released in the spring of 1993. (' Dixons
tipping point - or the end of telephony as we know it” Oct 2, 2005)

(4) He later transferred to Manchester City in 1989, returning to Everton in 1991 where he
remained for three years, before joining Birmingham at the age of 32. He retired in the

spring of 1996. { Former footballer jailed for eight years’ Oct 4, 2005)

(5) An earlier Aiming High consultation document in the spring of 2003 outlined the govern-



ment's commitment to continuing to raise standards for al young people whatever their ethnic
or cultural background and ensuring that all education policies truly address the needs of
every pupil in every school. { More help for underachieving black pupils’ Oct 7, 2005)
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Anxiety over the outbreak has been exacerbated by fears of SARS — severe acute respiratory
syndrome — which claimed 44 lives in Toronto from two outbreaks in the spring of 2003.

{ Gonchar gets to be with, not against, Penguins’ Oct 5, 2005)

Much of the money — including one donation to Blunt from an Abramoff client accused of
running & sweatshop” garment factory in the Northern Mariana Islands — changed hands in
the spring of 2000, a period of keen interest to federal prosecutors. { Nash’'s game figures
to be better” Oct 6, 2005)

The DelLay group began transferring money to Blunt’'s group in two checks totaling
$150,000 in the spring of 2000, well before Republicans actually met in Philadelphia for
the convention. The transfers accounted for most of money Blunt's group received during

that period. { Nash’'s game figures to be better” Oct 6, 2005)

The human shield practice became an issue in the spring of 2002, when the Isragli military
carried out a major offensive in the West Bank, in response to a series of suicide bombings
by Palestinian militants. ( Israel court bans practice of' human shields’ in arrests” Oct
6, 2005)

City officials have been eager to downplay any threat of contagion, losing an estimated $1
billion in tourism dollars during the SARS outbreak in the spring of 2003, when 44 people
died of the respiratory syndrome in Toronto and an estimated 774 people worldwide died of
the illness that year. ( Canadian officials ID mystery illness’ Oct 6, 2005)

He has told the Senate Judiciary Committee that Abramoff, subject of a federal investigation
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into his lobbying activities, began lobbying on behalf of Tyco in the spring of 2003 and
bragged about his ties to then-House Magjority Leader Tom DelLay, R-Texas, and Karl Rove,
Bush’'s top political aide. ( Lawyer with ties to lobbyist withdraws Justice nomination” Oct
7, 2005)
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| spent about eight hours a week there in the spring and early summer, sowing, weeding
and dragging blankets on and off the cloches, but since then no more than the odd half-hour,
watering winter seedlings. ( How | juggle my five alotments’ Oct 1, 2005)

Epsom 3.00: Successful twice in the spring, Killena Boy showed he was capable of further
success with an encouraging effort at Yarmouth last time. { Monday can double up for
Charlton” Oct 1, 2005)

The Treasury appointed Rod Eddington, former head of British Airways, to head the latest
policy review. He starts this week and reports in the spring. { Motorway toll puts more
cars on roads’ Oct 2, 2005)

Sri Lanka's attack is spin orientated, or to be more specific, Murali orientated, so the time
to play them is in the spring, while the ball is ill darting around for the seamers.
Cunning, eh? { Freddie seeks a winter of content” Oct 2, 2005)

Unlike Henman in his early days, Murray will face no obvious problems when the clay
court season opens up in the spring, having spent his formative years playing in Barcelona

{ What Murray must do to make it into the world's elite” Oct 4, 2005)
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IN FUTURE VS. IN THE FUTURE
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(17) There are small signs that even North Korea may be moving in a direction that will make

it harder to organise events such as this in the future. { Welcome to the strangest show on
earth” Oct 1, 2005)

OoOOoOOoOOoOooo fromnow on OOOOOOOOOOOOO

(18) Even though many Islamist leaders and former guerrilla fighters have signed up to it, they

insist they will compete for power in the future. { Uneasy amnesty” Oct 4, 2005)
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(19)

(20)
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“ | can't see a point in the future where | will be staying in one place for a long time,
and that feels exciting to me. | like being on the bus - | spent so many years living in
crappy bedsits that the bus feels like luxury in comparison. Besides, it reminds me of
camping holidays. Well, Nick makes it feel like a camping holiday by hanging up his
washing al over the place.” { Band of brothers’ Oct 1, 2005)

He says the Met will investigate the shooting itself and adds:“ | ask for your support for
this measure, which may form the basis for amending legidation in the future.” ( Met chief
tried to block shooting inquiry” Oct 1, 2005)

Hleb said of his first meeting with Wenger. “ He left an impression of the standards of the

club and the team but he did not say we have to win x, y, z in the future.” ( Child of

change a home in Highbury” Oct 1, 2005)
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(23)

(24)
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(27

Loyalist terrorists have rejected calls for them to follow the IRA and decommission their
weapons. In an exclusive interview with The Observer, one of the leaders of the Ulster
Volunteer Force confirmed that the organisation would not be disarming.” Decommissioning
isn't even on our radar screen and is unlikely to be in the future” he said. ‘( Loydists rule

out surrender of arms’ Oct 2, 2005)

“ | was trapped in the sort of cycle you can get into in your 30s of thinking, well, I've
got time. Next year, some time in the future, there will be a time when | do al this stuff.
But he died six months after he retired, so all the things he was going to be able to do,
he couldn’'t. So that was a huge ...” she breaks off, then continues,” it was the main thing
that made me think, I’ve got to stop being a lawyer. Even if | never get published, I've
just got to stop.” { The stone age diaries’ Oct 3, 2005)

“ Revolver got absolutely dlated by everybody and it doesn’'t reflect well on the Sun website
to be the only one plastered across the poster saying the movie is brilliant,” says Mait
Mueller, editor-at-large of Total Film magazine. People may not trust it in the future.
The public are savvy enough to know what's going on.” { How to flog a turkey” Oct 3,
2005)

“ This means that children in the future will not only be eating healthier meals in schools
but will understand why these meals are healthier.” ( Pupils to be given healthy food lessons’
Oct 3, 2005)

The channel is not the only organisation worried by the sentence.“ It sets a dangerous
precedent, particularly for anyone who seeks to interview Bin Laden in the future,” says
Jean-Francois Julliard of the watchdog Reporters Without Borders. { When a reporter got too
close to the story” Oct 3, 2005)

“ 1 wish,” she says, with a note of bitterness,” it hadn't happened that way. But that was
the main catalyst, plus the gradual redlisation that | wasn't happy. It sounds weird but if
you're really busy it can take you a long time to notice. | must be very good at denia:
| kept saying, when this case is over, next year will be better. Of course it never was.
Momentum keeps you going and you keep living in the future. Which I've really stopped
doing since | gave up law.” ‘{ The stone age diaries’ Oct 3, 2005)
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“ | cannot imagine that they can take away our political rights now. That would be the
beginning of something we really don't want and something very serious. In the future,
nobody can stop us from having political ambitions. | don’t want people to prevent us from

taking part in politics.” (. Uneasy amnesty” Oct 4, 2005)

“ Brilliant,” said Barbara Avelling from the North East Cambridgeshire constituency party.
“ Ken Clarke is the one to beat the Labour party and that's our main objective. David
Cameron was brilliant too and will be good, but in the future” ‘(* Brilliant!’* Atrocious!’”

Oct 4, 2005)

“ Which brings me to the drain reason for squeaking to you tonight. The society’s first
function as a body was a grand garden freight, and we hope for many more bodily functions

in the future...” { Ronnie Barker monologue: Pismronunciation” Oct 4, 2005)

“ | love this party - a party which has given so much to our country for so long, and
which will do so again in the future. | am intensely and immensely proud of this party,
and proud of you...” { Full text: Michael Howard's farewell speech as Tory leader” Oct 6,
2005)

“ When | took the job 41/2 years ago | was asked by the FA to work with two or three
English coaches who in the future could take over. | still work with these three people in
Peter Taylor, Steve McClaren and Sammy Lee,” said Eriksson. { Next manager should be
one of my assistants, says Eriksson” Oct 7, 2005)

A UKTV spokeswoman said:* To talk of a channel is premature. We are launching a new
sports show on October 15 and we may do more sports programming in the future.”

{ UKTV to launch sport channel” Oct 7, 2005)

OO000000D0 inthefuwre 0000 O0O0DOO0OOODOOO0OOODOOODOOOODOOOOO
ygjoooooooooooooooboobobobbbobbbbooooo0o0UooooUo o
fuuure ODODODOOOOOOOOCOOOCODOODO



GO TO UNIVERSITY VS GO TO THE UNIVERSITY
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(34) Meanwhile, the social reasons for going to university have withered. { Is the university of

life a better option?” Oct 2, 2005)

(35) As more of us go to university, hop between jobs, move around the country and marry
later, we build up large, varied networks. { So that's what friends are for” Oct 2, 2005)

(36) What has not yet had enough attention is how the new student financial support system will
ensure students from all backgrounds can go to university. ( Devoted to debt” Oct 4, 2005)

OO OUSAT OO go to university 0 go to the university 0 0000000000000 ODOO
O0O0Ocolege 0000000000000 DOOOOOODOODOOODODOO go to college O
gooooooo

(37) The next time the theory is presented on how kids from the city are being manipulated by
greedy agents and packs of carnivorous and self-serving hangers-on, or else they’d smarten

up and go to college ... { The double standard between LeBron and Wie” Oct 6, 2005)

(38) Mena offered her well-rehearsed reassurances, and they moved on to talk about Loyola's
music program. Later, Labrie acknowledged her parents aren’t enthusiastic about her going

to college in New Orleans. { New Orleans colleges face recruitment challenge’ Oct 11, 2005)

(39) Ford intended to go to college after his military service was completed. ( August 2005
glimpses” Oct 11, 2005)

0000000000000 0OVUSAT O000D0D0D0D000000000 universty 0000 college
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IN HOSPITAL VS. IN THE HOSPITAL
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They spent four days in hospital, claiming they were injured in a motorcycle crash, before
withdrawing from the games. (' Court to rule on drug ban for Kederis and Thanou” Oct 1,
2005)

Kederis and their coach at the time, Christos Tzekos, also face civil charges in Greece for
avoiding three doping tests, including the one in Athens in August 2004, and faking the
accident that put the two athletes in hospital for four days. ( Court to rule on drug ban
for Kederis and Thanou” Oct 1, 2005)

He puts it down to the drugs he was prescribed after catching MRSA while in hospital for
back pain. { Old devil” Oct 1, 2005)

The Foreign Office has said that one Briton had been treated in hospital for minor injuries
received in the blasts. There are no reports of British deaths. ( 25 reported dead in Bali
explosions’ Oct 1, 2005)

There is a great deal more mayhem after these initial killings at the diner and one particular
instance sees Tom's son, encouraged by his father's new heroic reputation, turning the tables
on his persecutors at school, putting one of them in hospital. ( Go for your guns’ Oct 2,
2005)

He only managed to put a bullet in his finger, and had to have the projectile cut out in

hospital. ( Edvard the confessor” Oct 2, 2005)

A woman aged 76 was recovering in hospital yesterday after being attacked in the street by
a stranger who then apparently killed himself. (' Stranger attacks woman, 76" Oct 2, 2005)

England captain David Beckham has missed training so far because his son is in hospital

undergoing tests but is expected to join up with the sguad tomorrow. { Cole ruled out of
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BE OO

USAT O

(55)

qualifiers’ Oct 4, 2005)

Carl* Alfdfa’ Switzer, the squeaky-voiced boy with the freckles and vacuous grin, was shot
dead in 1959, aged 31; Darla Hood, the gang's leading lady, contracted hepatitis in hospital
and died, aged 47; William* Buckwheat” Thomas died of a heart attack, aged 49; and
Robert* Bobby” Blake was tried (and acquitted) on a charge of murdering his wife. {’ Tommy
Bond” Oct 4, 2005)

Prof Williams said. He was likely to spend at least a week in hospital after leaving intensive
care. { Best "improving’ in intensive care after treatment for infection” Oct 4, 2005)

A policeman is being treated in hospital after being stabbed when he and a colleague stopped
two men in west London today. ( Policeman in hospital after stabbing” Oct 5, 2005)

Initial sums of £ 5,000 were paid immediately to the bereaved and £ 3,000 to those in
hospital overnight. ( Compensation rushed through for victims of July 7 bombings’ Oct 5,
2005)

The events of the year before Re-Covers read like a grim thriller: the three-day journeys from
Tuva, to the airport in Moscow, before a tour can even begin; deportation from Hungary
after passports were stolen; hassles from mobsters and government officias, and finally a

car crash and a stay in hospital for Albert. { We're jammin’ Oct 7, 2005)

An ambulance was called but one man was pronounced dead at the scene. The other is
criticaly ill in hospital. { Ram raid at Tiffany's leads to death crash” Oct 7, 2005)

The real PC Gabriel Kent lies comatose in hospital and, in spite of his brother's best efforts
to smother him, has been resuscitated. { Last night's TV” Oct 7, 2005)

000000000 inhospitd D000 O00DO00O0D00OO0DOODOOOODOODOOO
gobooobooboobbooobo

Pande Wayan, whose wife Wayan Ani worked at a cafe near the blast and remains in
hospital with shrapnel in her neck and back, said he was angry and disappointed over the
failure to improve security. ( Bali officer: Cafes should have heeded warning” Oct 6, 2005)
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(56) This week the ethical committee for the Piedmont region, which includes Torino, said the
experiment could resume, provided that women taking the pill were kept in hospital for at
least two nights and were fully informed about the procedure. (“Italian abortion pill angers

Vatican” Oct 7, 2005)

F 722 GUN 1BV TH — %20 EEal il in the hospital 2 & N7z 3ECAS I
%6

(57) Charco’s weirdly theatrical photographs of women acting “hysterically” in Salpetriere have
become as iconic as the paintings of marginal women done in the same years by Degas and
Toulouse-Lautrec - it’s easy to imagine that the woman brooding in a cafe in Degas’
painting The Absinthe Drinkers (1876) is that same Vaugustine who, two years later, was in
the hospital being photographed by Charcot in states of religious and erotic ecstasy. (“A
tale of two cities” Oct 6, 2005)

b H A A, hospital (ZERADD LIEGEICIE, the DIAHFEO—DTHLHIFRICTHENED
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FRBNCER LTI TIEEWI LR 5,

¥

KiwTld, 4 D0EHFKH in (the) spring, in (the) future, go to (the) university, be in (the)
hospital |28} 5 EHFADEHES BE & AE OEREZRBT L0 TH L L) EROERDIE
BPEEFEIET 20 LDODRA L LT, FRMETHITENTOIHHOL > 74 VSO T -5 %
PEL, ZNETNOEHEHOHEE LIREOFELIT R 072, ZORRE, 4 2OEHEHD ) b,
EROEREE RO EFEICKHL TS LR %2 HDIE go to(the) university & be in (the) hospital
D2OTHAHI LB LIZ, YD 2B L TlX, Y% —F Y XLD5FIZBWTLEEH O
HMAY BE OFFHEMFHEHMEZIMEL T L IFVEELS, 772054 5RY, & LAETH
{7 & B in the future & in the spring 2SEIMFI AT & B L 72356 X ) AE W2 558 % R
CRBLLTWA ERBTREZEER D,

BRI 0%, ANOFAD, GUN B L1 USAT OFLFEOHELH BE & AE £NENDO Sk
M e KL L TV D L W) RIHED S L TII bz b D TH S I LR L TBe 2 ids 5
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W% IS T4 OIRFERICHELR S L ThHLDIRMENDLZVWEZATH Y, RKFAEOEEEZ &
NEOLDICHSHRBEOHEME Vv —F 1) L LI DIEITF TV E 720,

i

1 Guardian Unlimited Network & USA Today @ URL IZZ N ZM http://www.guardian.co.uk & http:
/Iwww.usatoday.com T& 5,

2 RERTIFRAN2ZI L, BAICL > TEOMABLICENRONL L THL, ZNIFT—
F ORI Z 1AM ERE L7201k THELZ D EEZ NS, LAL, RRBEONE - %
BICE o THASNZFBMOBE IR SRONLDEL LAURO I L L F2 20T, IRICKERHL
HHZILT 7L LTORD L) RHHEOERI/NS S b LIIEL 2w EHEIE NS,

3 GUN \ZIFHEMA [19414E ] LRE SN TV EIZD b b T EEAABE S H S Tw 2 Hf)
B1BH 5,

The British army was on the brink of total victory over the Italians in north Africa in spring 1941
when the disastrous decision was taken to transfer British and Anzac troops to Greece in a belated
attempt to bolster the Greek army against the German advance into the Balkans. (“Commander
Christopher Havergal” Oct 7, 2005)
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