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BURT A1) AHEEIC BT A ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach 122V
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The Expression ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’
in Contemporary American English

Atsushi TAGUCHI and Matsuji TAJIMA

I

[HEE23T 5, [IFHAE W, &h D | (= feel nauseated/queasy) DE % R —HxAY 2T
X, A F) AFEFETIE ‘be/feel sickk THho, & ITAD, 7 A AFFETIE, FURHED sick 1&
HE [HRO. Ba03L %] (= il unwel) DETH5E, ZD7200, [MERKDNT 5] OF
BRTld. ‘be/feel sick to one’s stomach’ #5& {flibiLb, DF V), toone’s stomach & V) Hi i 7
APRIMENFHERTH 5o BIEF L to LAHZ at, in, on VOB &b H D, T/, HiEF
AINTIE my, his & Vo 72EE (one’'s) Db ) IZERZ D the BfEibNLZ L H D, TDM
I Tl WO RFORE, FEEESESERTL2LIA5ThHL, LEL, ZOT A AEETD to,
at, in, on @9 b EORIEFAVHEAFEFNL DA, 72 one’s & the TIEE L LAY L) — DA
FTRERTING Y, BRIV OEHLLMDNLE L) IZR), ED L) BREENH>T2OH
LOROR\V, T2, 4 F) AREFETIIERAONLEVEBZONE ) L RFHTH L. /M Tld
KEBE L HRIERFEI - SAZFHAL T, 20D 2HL 2Lz EE,

KFAEO 72O R L 72Bi 7 2 1) #3E3ED 3 — %3214, Brigham Young A% ® Mark Davies
HOAZAREHE L 7219904E 752 5 20154 F TOR 5 & 2 T 35545 7% %A The Corpus of Contemporary
American English (ML F, COCA)" TH 5D, (ZDOIT— S AFBAELHETTH B 9%, Fr OFA
1320164E 9 HDIESIC L 2 DTH D) BERWHELIIMH L3 —,321F, FL < Mark Davies
HAZHDHEFE L 72181045 5 20094E £ TO#y 4 1857575 72 A The Corpus of Historical American
English (LLF. COHA)” TH b, A FY AEFEICEH L ClE. 7 A #3FED COCA & COHA 12
KIET % T =S AIFE L 2O T, BURA FY ABEFEICOW T, 19804872 519934 F TRy
1 #5525 72 A British National Corpus (LU, BNC)® #FIHT 5, 7272L. T kit Mark
Davies #5341 >4 —7 214 A (BYUBNC) IZHEDWTW5,



II

REIZABHNI, SO [HELADT D, SFFLEDE N, D] DED sick to/at/in/on one’s
/the stomach’ &\ RBUH T 2 NSt ofEdE, FBEEFORME R TB I
REOERFETIORWEZNY LIF T2 032 nIZEL v, *%fci MWCD
(2012"). RHD (1987°) < 5\ Tadh A%, HI&lL ‘sick to one’s stomach’ 721F ZUfk, 21T at
FARAER - FEEB. to 13 ENKILHE - ALl - PHE L v ) HIRFIR A L T s, RRhwnE
ZATiE Web3 (1961) A HIER L at, to,in AW iZon 25ibILs, & L. AHD (1969) i ‘sick
atone’s stomach” % ‘sick to one’s stomach’ & Ji { DL TVE25, FIFEDVPRLRHFENDL L9,
72720, 65 20 (1982) TlRHIBR S T4, HERTIE LDCE (2014°) %% ‘sick to one’s stomach’
7 A WERDE (AmE). OALD (2015°) A3LKEEi: (NAmE) & BIEE L. Macmillan (2007°)
b sick to one’s stomach’ ZYFRL TV 205, FEIZT 2 ) AEELEE Vo 2HHIE e DAED
T RS R L sick & 2 AT, ‘be/feelsick’ ([HEEEAT 2 ) v ) RIHEZY LT,
ZOEROYE. (K) TIE be/feel sick at [to, in] one’s stomach’ Z#BIHWA, EFHL TWw5b,
ZO¥4. WiEI at ZFROICBT TN 2o b at B —FHbNLEVIHIRES 2 5, —
Feto LT TCwZandbodbdh s ([ Xy A0fE#] F 3K (2013) & [FursLy o7
PERIGE] 855 M (2012))0 on I25AMN T2 DI [WFFEA I M ATEH] D8 5 (1980) 721
THDHH FEO6H (2002) 22HIEHZTWE, FRTEBEOPDYICthe BT TV 00H 5
(TR gEAtHr Sefn KRS 56 6 R0 o
CORBICAENIFEERITL v, vomiting ZEMRT LA, () TsickkEH&2 5
% (K) Tldsickto (orat) one’sstomach £ 59 L \VoZHOFHPHA S NLHETH D55,
bEDbLSto &V at D FENLET5D8H 5 (Evans & Evans (1957)). 7 A1) A IEFEIZ L
T sick to one’s stomach DH%&ZFHDIEA F1) AFRD Greenbaum & Whitcut (1988) & Swan
(1995). DAED/IF (2006) < 5V TH S, to/at/in & THIFHDIET 2 1) 51 D Perrin
(1972°) & Wilson (1993). DA E O - kil (2008) TH %, Wilson (L told=2—4A > 77
Y FTy at FHEEBTEICEDPNS Lo LHIRFTR O L TWw5, LA L, one’'s DD D 12 the
A 5 72 sick in the stomach &2\ TWA DX D Wilson 7217 Th o on IZ5AN72FEEFIT LW
£ TH5,
COWAOBERIZET LTI 252 T NADIZELAYEHEIZE DWW THiZE & L7z OED2
(1989) & Craigie & Hulbert (1938—-44) T&# %, OED2 (swv. Sick a. and sb. 2.) (2 X, #3
Z b sick % [H:E5AT 5] OFKTHEDOND L9 %o 7201 7THACKI T (RN F1IL16144F) 2
L5 TH AN, MBED Ssick at the stomach’ OFIHIFIIL165634F.  ‘sick in one’s stomach’ 1£17534F
‘sick at one’s stomach” 13£17964F. ‘sick to one’s stomach’ 1£19474-T& %, Craigie & Hulbert ®
FEREL (sv.Sick a.1.b) Tl ‘sick at one’s stomach’ OFHIFIIL165634E, 2 FH D ‘sick to the
stomach’ 1218304F. 3% H @ ‘sick at the stomach’ (218724 CTd %, Craigie & Hulbert 23281 F
%1653 D % 7 A1) A EFEOBI & X, RIS RIEOWMH THEEICHBL L v Z &I



mAHN THUT2F/H OB L Y AI8FRT O, EENZ L L7 X ) AR EFFOLHFICEZ %
BOTHY, SHWBERTOT A AEFEOMB & B3 IEMEN S L, L72BF>T, 20
WA DAL A FY) AEFETH ). 7 A1) AFEENOBEWILIB0FLIEL E 2 5 /B3 ZB T
B M EFEAHETH, sick at the/one’s stomach’ (Z17HALHIEE,  ‘sick in one’s stomach’ 1318
WALHED A F1) ARGFEIZ, sick to the stomach™ (F19HEALHI -0 7 A V) AFFEICHIH, L wvoiz
EIAHTHHI Mo 72720, GHES BB EHENS ‘sick to one’s stomach’ O]
Z20HALETD S DO TH B, MFFHOGIHBIZ R 5 &, BEHEMIZIE at BEZTH Y, HIEFHN
? one’s & the DFERTIL the b L { b T /zOTIE LW e LIS N5,

Pl bnxF bbb, ‘sick to/at/in/on one's/the stomach™ & v 9 L, #FIZE 2 <
SHTET7 X)) AEFBICHADORA)TH Y BiEFOBEFIZE LTI, FEED2 S F at 25, FHEE
oI to B MTH L E VIR EZIT D, in X on JHENKZ ) TH Do BiEF AT
4t (one's) 75—f%MIT. the DFEMIEIFM L VI T LD L) THD, Tk, BURDT 2 1) HHFET
EZELTAF) RREFETIZE ) DN F 727 A ) HFEFEIZBIT DRI BIIA LIS DD,
EVo T2 DT TR TWwELZWE S,

III

T A AREIHEA ORI EEZ 51D sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’ T®H %75, A&
#ld to, at, in, on DI b ENA I H O H, FIEFAANTIEIFHAER L ETHADO ) LELLRLY
FENDLDD. £ LTIORMIEA F) ARFEIZS RONL D0, BIEKEEORI % BI%E T 2 Hi
2 FTREBWLLEEL R TAHAL ),

3.1 EEMICRAE ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’

Mark Davies #2255 L 727 A ) # EFEORE RN I — /XA COHA (1810—2009) %= L T,
ISIOELE DR EZ R TAh L Do 2O T— S ARIERMN TR T — 7 #REL TN S,
WFETLIOFEFORTE A Z R TA, () WIEFTAEE (one's) Tld7 < T, the & &£ 2D
MBI TH %

&1 : COHA [CBIF5 ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’

1810— | 1820— | 1830— | 1840— | 1850— | 1860— | 1870— | 1880— | 1890— | 1900 —

to 0 0 1(D of 10| 0 0 3| 100 1(0)

at 0 0 10 0] 2@ | 32| 32 1| 1| 3
in 0 0 O 0| O 0 0 0 0 0
on 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0

Total 0 0] 2 0| 32| 3@ | 32| 4@ | 21| 4@




1910— | 1920— | 1930— | 1940— | 1950— | 1960— | 1970— | 1980— | 1990— | 2000 —
to 4(0) 2(0) 6(0) | 16(3) | 14(0) | 16(0) | 29(1) | 17(2) | 33(0) | 39(0)
at 62| 8@ | 60| 94| 8@ | 71| 40| 30| 20| 0
in 0 0 2(0) 1(1) 0 2(0) 0 0 0 0
on 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0 0
Total | 10(2) | 10(4) | 14(1) | 26(8) | 22(2) | 25(1) | 33(1) | 20(2) | 35(0) | 39(0)
FROTFT—5 % 7T T TRTERDE )R D,
1
45
. / o
30 { at
%5 A / =—fe=1n
- /\/ —on

F1EHLIZENE, to & at 131830FE M2 5 A5 N 275, 1930440 E THABIE B EA D 72\

DT, EELDEETH L L LT A v, 1M0ERLIREIL to MBS R D | at TP O—&F %
7% &L TTOFEMDIREL to AA—R2 22 D . 20004F IS IEME— DI & 7 5o in 1319304 1K
P HO0ERUZPIT TT LM OENE 25, on FEETH S,

W2, sick 12

E9m, FoFE1T (

F2 :COHA IZHITD one’s & the

I A HiEE M) (to/at/in/on one’'s/the stomach) PI® one’s & the D AFEIRILIZ
) WIZRLZZb D%, O TRETZFITTRTERD LD 124 5o

1810— | 1820— | 1830— | 1840— | 1850 — | 1860— | 1870— | 1880— | 1890— | 1900 —

one's 0 0 1 0 1 1 1 2 1 3
the 0 0 1 0 2 2 2 2 1 1
Total 0 0 2 0 3 3 3 4 2 4
1910— | 1920— | 1930— | 1940— | 1950— | 1960— | 1970— | 1980— | 1990 — | 2000 —

one’s 8 6 13 18 20 24 32 18 35 39
the 2 4 1 8 2 1 1 2 0 0
Total 10 10 14 26 22 25 33 20 35 39




X 2

45
40
35 / =—&=—o0ne's
30 A / the
% /AWL
20
- /' $
10 V4
5 A~ A

2
®
% |

NV
NN

HIEFIMN D one’'s & the DFEPUIEH L Tk, LOREMPSHL 2R L H 2, AR E4 70w
SODOBYPOLMAVBHCEN T2 LG9 b, 19204 F TIEE L LBER L L EV A0
A3, B04FARLARE L one’s 2B D . SO DABE— AL L. 90F R LAEIEME— DI L 22 5, DL
T2, COHA IZR SN b Fhvr, 18304 2 ] & 18504E A2 6 @ 1 Bl & 25T % A%, HiiEE I to
& oat, BIEFMANIL the & one’s TH Do WITNDT AN AFFRISEZ 2R MHOBILFZ 5D
DTHbo B TS IFHDBIL. Uncle Tom’s Cabin TH %% Stowe F A (1811 —96) OIES Dred:
A Tale of the Great Dismal Swamp (1856) (25 b DT, S HiRd —M&kMaE L HEND Ssick
to one’s stomach’ DOFIEBIE ) T &2 %, (LT, 5IHXHOTHRIZEESDDDTH 5.)

Rum, if they take tu [sic] much of it, makes folks sick to the stomach - so do the newspapers. (1833

FIC: LifeWritingsMajor)

He never laughs heartily like a man, but always in a half-sniffling sort of manner that actually

makes me sick at my stomach. (1834 FIC: GuyRiversATale)

“Laws, massa, dat ar smoke an't good for missis,” said Tiff. “She done been sick to her stomach all

day. " (1856 FIC: Dred ATaleGreat)

FESREIZAIUE, 7 A1) A FEFETIE, sick to one’s/the stomach” % ‘sick at one’s/the stomach’
LI ORETF:, 183048 H R 5 b . sick at one's/the stomach’ 131930448 F Tl LAY IC
L CROND A, 19404 LIEIE sick to one's stomach’ AMEZZZ D) . — % b3 %o 20004EH7
BAIIEME— DR E Vo THBE TR VIR TH Ho one’s & the Tid. 19004F1% LI one's 2%
B . SOERDIE— AL T %0 20004EHi 2 DIRIIEZ O COHA DT =¥ 63500 TH
L, bo EHBEORIWHEMNAT A1) HEFE T —73Z2 COCA (1990 —-2015) (2B 5 AR %
RTh LI,



3.2 BRK7 XV AHHEEICHEITS ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’

W52 T HENS 2 ABULT A1) HHED T — 73 A COCA 121E, IEED ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s
/the stomach’” 2SEFI3BHIA SN L. K 1 EFEDIO R DA ) APFED T — /73X A BNC 1213 1560f#
PBCE L, 100/75EH 720 OB TR THA L L, COCA A 0.702. BNC 2% 0.156TH 5, 7 AU A
WRETIEA F) AEFEOASEOHETH LN TWDL I LIk b, LTV Z, T A BN
DFEWMER SN D sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’ 754 1) ZAFEFHEIC LR EN D 2 & IdE
HLTXw,

] 3 — S AN B A HEFANOHBIEIELU T O@EY) Th b, ABIBOHD () PIIRTEHTIX
the DWERTH %,

#* 3 : COCA &£ BNC IZ#1F5 ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’

to at in on Total

348(2) 15(1) 9(4) 3(0) 375(7)
COCA (92.8%) (4.0%) (2.4%) (0.8%) (100%)

12(1) 0(0) 3(1) 0 (0) 15(2)
BNC 1 go.0%) | (0%) | 20.0%) | (0% | (100%)

FRICA SN S X912, sick to/at/in one’s/the stomach’ |2 B81F 5 FiE s DA EIRIIL, COCA
Tl to 337561348, & 9FLL L% 5®, at, in, on T M TH S, BNC T HBIEIIA 2\
75, to ASE15HI12, & 8EA LD L, n 3B SNLAH, at & on (TEETH S, FokkiZ to
MM METHHZ LIS TH B,

Tl. ‘sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach™ & 9 A ORIEFINIZB T 2 REFOFT A% &
TEFL ) the DAATIRIENL &9 Ao 7 A ) A HFED COCA TId 43756811368 (98.1%) SATA#4 T
H Y. the IO THNNTH B, 72720, FIEF in DWaE. AR D 2 W2 EIXITIEHEI L
TWh, A F1) AFEFED BNC T b 21561713 (86.7%) 2SHTAETH ). the IIMTH b, HK
FAZF AR DR 5 ETH 5o

R & to DFIRICB VT, FrAKOERIZB VT, COCA DfEFIZE12 772 COHA 2000
ERIAR ORI L I1TIEF—F L T 2o

PITIZ, COCA & BNC o6 N - FBl 2 mriE RIS, Fratg &z Bz 22414
TORT o

<COCA D RAfI>
‘sick to one’s stomach’ : I closed my eyes and felt sick to my stomach, so I slid down the wall and

sat on the floor. (2015 FIC: Run you down)

‘sick to the stomach’: Years ago when he had been a boy, Tair had struggled to hide his reaction
to his father’s sometimes violent and unpredictable outbursts, though such displays of unbridled

fury had left him sick to the stomach. (2009 FIC: Desert prince, defiant virgin)




‘sick at one’s stomach’ : I felt sick at my stomach again as I rubbed my tingling ears. (2015 FIC:

Dark places)
‘sick at the stomach’ : When her mother reminds Mary that it is time to get ready for school, she

tells her that she is sick at the stomach. (1993 ACAD: Education)

‘sick in one’s stomach’ : But she got sick in her stomach when she pictured herself doing the same

thing. (2013 FIC: Literary Review)

‘sick in the stomach’ : He became warmer, stopped shivering, didn't feel so sick in the stomach,

slipped in and out of sleep. (2002 FIC: Confrontation)

‘sick on one’s stomach’ : "I was a little sick on my stomach in the race,” he said.

(2002 NEWS: Washington Post)

‘sick on the stomach’ : No examples found.

<BNC DORfI>
‘sick to one’s stomach’ : I felt sick to my stomach reading that filth. (1993 W_fict_prose: The
ladykiller)

‘sick to the stomach’ : Many were so appalling that even Himmler had been known to walk out of

the showings, sick to the stomach. (1991 W_fict_prose: The eagle has flown)

‘sick at one’s stomach’: No examples found.

‘sick at the stomach’ : No examples found.

‘sick in one’s stomach’ : Robinson feels sick in his stomach. (1992 W_pop_lore: Esquire)

‘sick in the stomach’ : As she collected up the plates and covers herself and went without Miss
Vine's twelve p, the face of Timothy Gedge appeared in her mind, causing her to feel sick in the

stomach. (1987 W_fict_prose: The Children of Dynmouth)

‘sick on one’s stomach’ : No examples found.

‘sick on the stomach’ : No examples found.

IV
Vb, THEXEDRT 5, ZFFbEN, &0 0% T sick to/at/in/on one’s/the stomach’
EWVO AR LT, 7 X)) HEFEE OIS, BERFEORBE I — 22 HF L CFOEES
HTEZD, RO I MICEHTEL L) I2EbN b,

1. SCHER I R E O A ) REFRISHH, 7 A ) 7 FEFEIIT 1AL 0 183041 B



L, AHTRELLTCT A AEFEBIHFAORITH S 2 LITMEW WV, L2rL, /¥R
BFET OIS,
BIE A ORI IEFIC to TH D, 7T A HHEFETIL at, in, on b TMIZH SN, at,
n x4 ¥ AEFEIITERI SR,
3. sick ([ZFH S HTE R AN OFT A one's & ERF the DRI T, FraE»BHHIKTH Y |
the (ZBIVFITH 5o

PDEkoZ trt, BT A1) #EETIE, ZLTHICLPALNR WA FY ZAHEFETH. Ssick to
one’s stomach’ 7% b —fkMI 2 EIEATH D Mo ‘sick at/in/on one’s/the stomach’ (3R
TN LT TH L L FEZ 2D TIERWIES ) Do (DWTLRAPSH, sick to one’'s stomach” @
MEBNE, OED2 Db D & 1) 1T HALF W, 1856FEDHDTH L Z LB L THBE72v,) bAHE
DO, OFEE, FEFESENYG 2 5 sick at/to/in one’s/the stomach’ &\ ) FIROMATTEL D5
EDOVEDD DD TIERND

pu
1) COCA (http://corpus.byu.edu/coca/) i, 199042 HEAEICE S F TUEHAE, 52D Y v ¥ )V (Spoken.

Fiction. Popular Magazines, Newspapers. Academic Journals) #*54004353 2, &5 2 Tk
gL 723 DT, ﬁE‘5%2$Eh%®3~NZT%60

2) COHA (http://corpusbyuedu/coha) &, COCA (ZITITHHL L CTHESE X N 7-18104F 7 5 20094F 12 K
SR AfEFED 3 — /XA Tdh A, Fiction, Magazine. Newspaper. Non-fiction ® 4 DD ¥ ¥ )V h 5
25

3) BNC (http://corpus.byuedu/bne/) 119804512 H19934E1C K S 1 AEP D 2 A 4 F1) AIFED
a—/XATdHh A, Spoken, Fiction, Magazine, Newspaper, Non-academic, Academic, Miscellaneous @
TODT X I IVIb% b,

BEXW MHTERLZLODR)

AHD = The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language. 1st ed. (1969), 2nd college ed. (1982).
Boston: Houghton Mifflin.

Craigie & Hulbert (1938—44) = Craigie, W. A. and J. R. Hulbert (eds.). A Dictionary of American English on
historical principles. Chicago: University of Chicago Press, 1938—44.

Evans & Evans (1957) = Evans, Bergen and Cornelia Evans. A Dictionary of Contemporary American
Usage. New York: Random House, 1957.

Greenbaum & Whitcut (1988) = Greenbaum, Sidney and Janet Whitcut. Longman Guide to English Usage.
Harlow, Essex: Longman, 1988.

LDCE (2014°% = Longman Dictionary of Contemporary English. 6th ed. London: Longman, 2014.

Macmillan (2007%) = Macmillan English Dictionary. 2nd ed. Oxford: Macmillan Education, 2007.

MWCD (2012") = Merriam-Webster’s Collegiate Dictionary. 11th ed. Springfield, MA: Merriam-Webster,
2012.

OALD (2015°) = Oxford Advanced Learner’s Dictionary of Current English. 9th ed. London: Oxford



University Press, 2015.

OEDZ2 (1989) = The Oxford English Dictionary. 2nd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 1989.

Perrin (1972°)= Perrin, Porter G. and Ebbit R. Wilma. Writer’s Guide and Index to English. 5th ed.
Glenview, ILL: Scott, Foresman, 1972.

RHD (1987) = The Random House Dictionary of the English Language. 2nd ed. New York: Random House,
1987.

Swan (1995)= Swan, Michael. Practical English Usage. 3rd ed. Oxford: Oxford University Press, 2005.

Web.3 (1961) = Webster’s Third New International Dictionary of the English Language. Springfield, MA:
Merriam, 1961.

Wilson (1993) = Wilson, K. G. The Columbia Guide to Standard American English. New York: Columbia
University Press, 1993.

[ 4 X8 KJERIFRM) =F5, 20137

/NG (2006) =/INPEACEAR [BURSERRRERL] =& %, 2006.
[BFZEAt B SefoRREd] WFJEst, 1980°, 2002°

I - e (2008) =HEFFEE—AR - dLiLE TS [HofrSeihamikie) 90 MR, 2008.
[7a7 Ly o 7Y i) NEfE, 20127,
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